Sample LTE

#1
As a firefighter, I know my job might claim my life – either in a sudden incident or through a job-related illness. The Bee’s recent editorial attacking a bill to help my survivors is unfair and misleading. 
The Bee claims this is an expensive new benefit, but in truth it affects only a few cases – incidents when someone survives beyond an arbitrary 240 week “death clock” established in 1913. 
These situations are rare, but when they happen, they’re heartbreaking. AB 1373 revises this “deathline” so the widows and orphans of stricken officers aren’t forced into a cruel game of “beat the clock.”
The bill itself is very narrow. Any injury has to take place while an officer is on the job – no “backdating”. It also only pays benefits to true dependents.
For those who are left behind, it is a reasonable, humane thing to do.
#2
Anymore, it seems the Bee editorial board is just looking for new ways to attack public workers – especially those in public safety. 

Contrary to the Bee’s hysterical fear-mongering, Assemblyman Perez’s legislation offers a narrow and sensitive fix to a 100-year-old standard that can effectively deprive widows and surviving dependents of a modest death benefit.

As usual, The Bee picks the most extreme situations to make its case, but the truth is that nobody gets rich off of these benefits. The situations are rare enough that they won’t break anybody’s bank. And firefighters and cops won’t see a dime of this benefit – they’ll be dead.

What AB 1373 will do is protect a few surviving widows and children from being penalized because their loved one lives longer in 2013 than they would have in 1913.

#3

It is very interesting to see The Bee editorialize so vocally against survivor benefits for public safety officers who get cancer because of their job.

According to The Bee (and the local bureaucrats it parrots), this “giveaway” will break the backs of local government. But they seem far less exercised about the potential giveaway of a quarter-billion dollars to build a new arena for the Kings. Indeed, many of the paper’s columnists are shamelessly cheerleading for this subsidy.

As a firefighter, I know that I’m at risk of dying on the job – either from a fire or from job-related cancer. I accept that this is part of the job. 

A modest survivor benefit is what makes it possible for me to take this risk. Assemblyman Perez’s bill just says that there shouldn’t be a time-limit on compassion. 
#4

As a Sacramento taxpayer, I found the Bee’s editorial about the so-called “giveaway” for public safety widows almost laughable.  Where is the outrage about the giveaway of $250 million for a new arena? The main reason Stockton is bankrupt now is because that city gave away millions in taxpayer subsidies for a sports complex. 

Local governments also seemed to have enough money to spend nearly $100 million last session hiring lobbyists on the taxpayer dime. And yet, here’s The Bee crying the blues for supposedly cash-strapped local governments.

Firefighters and cops aren’t the reason cities are going bankrupt and nobody’s going to go broke giving a little more security to the widows and orphans of fallen firefighters and police officers. 
