Specific Response Points – Sacramento Bee Editorial on AB 1373

· The Bee editorial opposing the survivor benefits in AB 1373 just continues the publication’s unfair attacks on firefighters and police officers.
· The Bee talks about the “precarious” situation for local government finances. But these same local agencies somehow found nearly $100 million of taxpayer money last session to spend on lobbying at the Capitol. 

· It’s rich to see The Bee talking about the “economic challenges” facing local government when Sacramento wants to pony up a $255 million subsidy for a new arena. 

· The Bee calls AB 1373 a “giveaway” that helps public safety survivors, but seems to be a whole lot less critical about a $250 million giveaway to build an arena for a basketball team.

· AB 1373 is narrowly crafted to affect only a handful of widows and orphans. The fiscal impact is minimal – nobody will go broke providing this modest bit of security. 

· No widow or surviving family member gets rich off of these survivor benefits. In most cases they fall far below the extreme cases the Bee cites in its editorial.
· AB 1373 is narrow, reasonable and humane. All it does is modify a 100 year old standard to ensure that the widows and surviving children of firefighters stricken with job-related cancer don’t get penalized because their loved one fought for life.
· The number of cases affected by this legislation are few and far between. It only applies to those who are active when stricken, and only offers benefits to true dependents – widows, minor children and disabled relatives.

